
               
 

Writing 

Paragraphs are groups of sentences. 

• give a definition, explain a theory or a model 

• give a description of a practice e.g. work

• give justification for your position e.g. when you have to develop an argument 

• give your analysis and/or evaluation about what is happening in a particular 

situation/workplace practice in relation to theory.  

 

 

In general, a paragraph should 

• an introductory or topic sentence stating what the paragraph is about

• sentences to develop this idea e.g. by explaining the idea further, giving examples

• all ideas/examples/statistics that are not your own appropriately refere

• a sentence that concludes by stating the relevance of the ideas’ in the paragraph e.g. to 

the point (stated in the beginning sentence), to the assignment task or relevant part of 

the assignment task. 
 

So a sentence or two does not

needed. 

 

Questions to ask yourself 

 

• Do I need to describe, e.g. a situation or a workplace?  

• Do I need to give a reason for my viewpoint? 

• Do I need to present an analysis, e.g. of a practice or behaviour?

• Do I need to give my analysis and evaluation, e.g. of a practice or behaviour? 

• Do I need to reflect or give my opinion e.g. on a practice, situation, issue? 

 

Remember that while descriptive writing has a place in 

most common form required.

‘what’, ‘when’, ‘where’ and ‘who’ to

subsequently analysed, reflected upon and/or evaluated.

describing cases and situations, for

giving the background, for example, to a business or project.

descriptively when you are asked to demonstrate critical analysis, evaluation or reflective 

thinking.          
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Writing Paragraphs 

raphs are groups of sentences. They can be used to: 

give a definition, explain a theory or a model  

give a description of a practice e.g. work-place, interview situation, group

give justification for your position e.g. when you have to develop an argument 

give your analysis and/or evaluation about what is happening in a particular 

situation/workplace practice in relation to theory.   

In general, a paragraph should have the following structure: 

an introductory or topic sentence stating what the paragraph is about

sentences to develop this idea e.g. by explaining the idea further, giving examples

all ideas/examples/statistics that are not your own appropriately refere

a sentence that concludes by stating the relevance of the ideas’ in the paragraph e.g. to 

the point (stated in the beginning sentence), to the assignment task or relevant part of 

does not constitute a paragraph!  At least four sentences are 

Questions to ask yourself before you write your paragraphs: 

Do I need to describe, e.g. a situation or a workplace?   

Do I need to give a reason for my viewpoint?  

analysis, e.g. of a practice or behaviour? 

Do I need to give my analysis and evaluation, e.g. of a practice or behaviour? 

Do I need to reflect or give my opinion e.g. on a practice, situation, issue? 

Remember that while descriptive writing has a place in academic writing, it is not

most common form required. Descriptive writing is required when you need to establish the 

what’, ‘when’, ‘where’ and ‘who’ to ‘set the scene’ for situations or projects that are 

subsequently analysed, reflected upon and/or evaluated. Description is most useful for 

describing cases and situations, for reporting data/findings and for outlining objectives or 

for example, to a business or project. It is inappropriate to write 

descriptively when you are asked to demonstrate critical analysis, evaluation or reflective 
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n, group 

give justification for your position e.g. when you have to develop an argument  

give your analysis and/or evaluation about what is happening in a particular 

an introductory or topic sentence stating what the paragraph is about 

sentences to develop this idea e.g. by explaining the idea further, giving examples 

all ideas/examples/statistics that are not your own appropriately referenced  

a sentence that concludes by stating the relevance of the ideas’ in the paragraph e.g. to 

the point (stated in the beginning sentence), to the assignment task or relevant part of 

constitute a paragraph!  At least four sentences are  

Do I need to give my analysis and evaluation, e.g. of a practice or behaviour?  

Do I need to reflect or give my opinion e.g. on a practice, situation, issue?  

writing, it is not the 

required when you need to establish the 

‘set the scene’ for situations or projects that are 

Description is most useful for 

reporting data/findings and for outlining objectives or 

It is inappropriate to write 

descriptively when you are asked to demonstrate critical analysis, evaluation or reflective 

Remember that 

you must 

acknowledge 

the source of 

the ideas even 

if you feel like 

you already 

had the same 

idea prior to 

undertaking 

the research!  

Use your ideas 

to make critical 

comments 

about the 

literature. 



               
 

• These examples have been provided to demonstrate features of academic writing only and so are not intended to 

be examples of appropriate and/or accurate content and references. 

• Thanks to the students who gave us the s
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Example 1:  A paragraph that demonstrates (part of) an analysis of a practice 

Assignment task (in brief):  

Undertake a critical review of the development of dedicated purpose built convention and 

exhibition centres in Australian capital cities.

The MICE industry has also brought economic and social benefits to capital cities (The 

Commonwealth Department of Tourism 1995, p.7). 

the ACC, SCEC, MECC and PCEC there were increases in the number of hotels, restauran

public transport facilities and shops located within easy proximity to these venues (see 

Appendices A-F for further information) which provided increased employment 

opportunities as well as an increase in direct/indirect spending because of delegate 

spending (McCabe et al. 2000, p.70).  Another benefit has been the ‘redevelopment of 

blighted areas of cities (e.g. SCEC at Darling Harbour, Sydney and the MCEC at Southbank, 

Melbourne) into centres’ (Fenich 1992, p.186) that revitalise the area.

‘to reposition itself and make a comeback’ (McCabe et al. 2000, p.70) thus increasing the 

potential for economic benefits.

Commonwealth Department of Tourism (1995, p.10), ‘An accurate assessment of the 

economic significance of the MICE industry has been hampered by the lack of reliable, 

comprehensive data’.  Likewise it would be difficult to trace the exact contribution of a 

purpose built centre because of the simultaneous occurrence of other events.  

Nevertheless, it seems that the MICE industry has made a positive contribution to capital 

cities. 

 

Example 2:   A paragraph that provides justification for your position

Assignment task (in brief):   

Vigorous physical contact is an inherent part of many 

or does it promote violent behaviour on and off the field?  Critically discuss.  

 Watching sport can increase the readiness of some fans to become violent (Gould & 

Weinberg 1999; Sleap 1998). 

either environmental or game 

Sleap 1998; Hargreaves 1985).

‘rivalries, alcohol, gender, socio economic status, violence on field, perceived cheating 

by opposition or referees and cr

has been exceptionally bad for its sport

the triggers and set about ‘eliminating beer, raising prices, segregating the crowd, 

curtailing their players’ o

(Hargreaves 1985, pp.166

cooker atmosphere of the match and the unpredictability of sport, not all triggers will 

be able to be removed from the a

possibility.   

Note how this 

paragraph has 

sentences that: 

• state the writer’s 

point about the 

economic and 

social benefits 

• explain the 

benefits and give 

examples 

• acknowledge the 

difficulties  in 

quantifying 

benefits 

• draw the ideas 

presented to a 

logical 

conclusion. 

 

Note here how 

the sentences: 

• give one of the 

reasons for the 

argument 

• provide 

explanation and 

justification for 

that reason 

• draw the ideas 

to a logical 

conclusion. 
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A paragraph that demonstrates (part of) an analysis of a practice 

Undertake a critical review of the development of dedicated purpose built convention and 

exhibition centres in Australian capital cities. 

The MICE industry has also brought economic and social benefits to capital cities (The 

Commonwealth Department of Tourism 1995, p.7).  For example, with the development of 

the ACC, SCEC, MECC and PCEC there were increases in the number of hotels, restauran

public transport facilities and shops located within easy proximity to these venues (see 

F for further information) which provided increased employment 

opportunities as well as an increase in direct/indirect spending because of delegate 

ending (McCabe et al. 2000, p.70).  Another benefit has been the ‘redevelopment of 

blighted areas of cities (e.g. SCEC at Darling Harbour, Sydney and the MCEC at Southbank, 

Melbourne) into centres’ (Fenich 1992, p.186) that revitalise the area.

‘to reposition itself and make a comeback’ (McCabe et al. 2000, p.70) thus increasing the 

potential for economic benefits.  Even so, as has been acknowledged by the 

Commonwealth Department of Tourism (1995, p.10), ‘An accurate assessment of the 

economic significance of the MICE industry has been hampered by the lack of reliable, 

comprehensive data’.  Likewise it would be difficult to trace the exact contribution of a 

purpose built centre because of the simultaneous occurrence of other events.  

vertheless, it seems that the MICE industry has made a positive contribution to capital 

A paragraph that provides justification for your position

Vigorous physical contact is an inherent part of many sports.  Is sport a cure for violence in society 

or does it promote violent behaviour on and off the field?  Critically discuss.   

Watching sport can increase the readiness of some fans to become violent (Gould & 

Weinberg 1999; Sleap 1998).  However, violence will usually not occur unless a trigger, 

either environmental or game related, sets off the crowd (Gould & Weinberg 1999; 

Sleap 1998; Hargreaves 1985).  According to Sleap (1998, p.172), triggers include 

‘rivalries, alcohol, gender, socio economic status, violence on field, perceived cheating 

by opposition or referees and crowd density’. In the case of soccer hooliganism, which 

has been exceptionally bad for its sport, especially in the UK, UK clubs have identified 

the triggers and set about ‘eliminating beer, raising prices, segregating the crowd, 

curtailing their players’ on-field behaviour and having a strong police presence’ 

(Hargreaves 1985, pp.166-67) to curb crowd violence. However, given the pressure 

cooker atmosphere of the match and the unpredictability of sport, not all triggers will 

be able to be removed from the arena and therefore crowd violence is still a 
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A paragraph that demonstrates (part of) an analysis of a practice  

Undertake a critical review of the development of dedicated purpose built convention and 

The MICE industry has also brought economic and social benefits to capital cities (The 

For example, with the development of 

the ACC, SCEC, MECC and PCEC there were increases in the number of hotels, restaurants, 

public transport facilities and shops located within easy proximity to these venues (see 

F for further information) which provided increased employment 

opportunities as well as an increase in direct/indirect spending because of delegate 

ending (McCabe et al. 2000, p.70).  Another benefit has been the ‘redevelopment of 

blighted areas of cities (e.g. SCEC at Darling Harbour, Sydney and the MCEC at Southbank, 

Melbourne) into centres’ (Fenich 1992, p.186) that revitalise the area. This enables the city 

‘to reposition itself and make a comeback’ (McCabe et al. 2000, p.70) thus increasing the 

Even so, as has been acknowledged by the 

Commonwealth Department of Tourism (1995, p.10), ‘An accurate assessment of the 

economic significance of the MICE industry has been hampered by the lack of reliable, 

comprehensive data’.  Likewise it would be difficult to trace the exact contribution of a 

purpose built centre because of the simultaneous occurrence of other events.  

vertheless, it seems that the MICE industry has made a positive contribution to capital 

A paragraph that provides justification for your position 

sports.  Is sport a cure for violence in society 

Watching sport can increase the readiness of some fans to become violent (Gould & 

However, violence will usually not occur unless a trigger, 

related, sets off the crowd (Gould & Weinberg 1999; 

According to Sleap (1998, p.172), triggers include 

‘rivalries, alcohol, gender, socio economic status, violence on field, perceived cheating 

In the case of soccer hooliganism, which 

especially in the UK, UK clubs have identified 

the triggers and set about ‘eliminating beer, raising prices, segregating the crowd, 

field behaviour and having a strong police presence’ 

However, given the pressure 

cooker atmosphere of the match and the unpredictability of sport, not all triggers will 

rena and therefore crowd violence is still a 


